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“The fingerprint is the
universally recognised
hallmark of individuality
and identification. 
Its adoption here in 
stylised form achieves
the qualities necessary
to the role of the EPO.”
(Kilkenny Design Workshops, 
Ireland)

The logo of the
European Patent Office
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Working as a  
patent examiner

What does an 
examiner do?

The Search 
Division

The Examining 
Division

The Opposition 
Division

The work 
environment
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What does an examiner do?

What does an 
examiner do?

The Search 
Division

The Examining 
Division

The Opposition 
Division

The work 
environment

• Search

• Detective work (on paper
and electronically)

• Comparative and analytical
work to assess inventions

• Examine

• Ensure that legal and 
technical requirements are
met

• Communicate with the
applicants

• Grant or refuse patents

• Opposition
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The Search Division

What does an 
examiner do?

The Search 
Division

The Examining 
Division

The Opposition 
Division

The work 
environment

• The Examiner
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The Examining Division

What does an 
examiner do?

The Search 
Division

The Examining 
Division

The Opposition 
Division

The work 
environment

• First Member
– prosecutes the file

• Second Member
– formal checks

• Chairman
– retains overall procedural responsibility
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The Opposition Division

What does an 
examiner do?

The Search 
Division

The Examining 
Division

The Opposition 
Division

The work 
environment

• First Member
– prosecutes the file

• Second Member
– takes minutes in oral 

proceedings

• Chairman
– retains overall

responsibility

• (Legally qualified Member)
– legal issues and minutes

Only one of the examiners may have taken part in
the examination procedure (not the chairman)
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The work environment

What does an 
examiner do?

The Search 
Division

The Examining 
Division

The Opposition 
Division

The work 
environment

• Departments of about 25 examiners
• Control of workload
• Own office (usually initially shared)
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II. The EPO as  
employer

Who do we need?

Vacancies in the 
technical fields

Training

Our offer to you

Social life
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Who do we need?

Who do we need?

Vacancies in the 
technical fields

Training

Our offer to you

Social life

• People with full university degree in science
and/or engineering

• Good knowledge of at least two official
languages (English, French and German) and a 
basic knowledge of the third one being an 
advantage.

• Nationals of one of the member states (or future
member states)

• Industrial experience welcome
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Vacancies in the technical fields

Who do we need?

Vacancies in the 
technical fields

Training

Our offer to you

Social life

• Electricity and Semiconductor Technology
• Audio/Video/Media
• Industrial Chemistry
• Electronics (analog or digital circuits)
• Measuring and Optics
• Horology
• Computer Technology
• Mechanical Engineering
• Medical Technology
• Vehicle Technology
• Agricultural Engineering and Agronomy
• Organic Chemistry, Pharmacology and Industrial Chemistry
• Applied Biotechnology
• Human Necessities
• Live Sciences

For a detailed list of technical fields, visit our web site:
www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/engineers-scientists.htm
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Training

• Eight weeks of initial
patent training

• Followed by learning-on-
the-job supported by a 
personal coach

• Further patent training
spread over two years

Who do we need?

Vacancies in the 
technical fields

Training

Our offer to you

Social life
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Our offer to you

Who do we need?

Vacancies in the 
technical fields

Training

Our offer to you

Social life

• Secure career, lifetime employment

• Work at the technological forefront in an 
international environment

• Generous benefits (e.g. social benefits and own
pension scheme)

• Locations abroad, Munich, The Hague or Berlin



15

Social Life

Who do we need?

Vacancies in the 
technical fields

Training

Our offer to you

Social life

• Amicale:
- Clubs
- Social events

• 30+ nationalities
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III. How to apply?On-line application

Summary
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On-line application

On-line application

Summary

• On-line applications via our website:

www.epo.org/about-us/jobs/engineers-scientists.htm

• Please visit our website regularly as some of the
jobs are only published for 4 weeks
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Summary

On-line application

Summary

• The EPO is part of an intergovernmental
organisation that publishes patents and patent 
applications and grants patents for up to 30 
European States

• Seeking science and engineering graduates with
linguistic skills (English, French, German)

• Offers a secure position in an international 
environment

• With a very competitive salary and benefits package

• For more info, please visit us at: www.epo.org
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Thank you for your attention

Please talk to our representatives 
or check out
www.epo.org

Carlos Rivero
Director 1.2.29 - Joint Cluster Computers, The Hague
Date 26.08.07


